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By Bob Wagner and Julie Mayfield

On Thursday, Nov. 20 at our Annual Gathering, the
Alliance, the Jackson-Macon Conservation Alliance and the
Environmental and Conservation Organization will “tie the
knot.” The three organizations will become one.
Our “vows” are the final votes we will take on legal
documents that must be approved by our respective
boards and members. Even with the changes, the new
organization’s mission will remain the protection of this
region’s mountains, rivers and forests.
And to signal our renewed spirit and combined
organization, we’ll unveil a new name at the Gathering.
Of course, we’ll also have celebratory food and drink. You
won’t want to miss this one.
Thirty-two years ago when Esther Cunningham met with
her neighbors and friends in Macon County to oppose oil

WNCA EVENTS
& OUTINGS

Be a ‘Forest
Keeper’!

For more than 30 years, the Western North
Carolina Alliance has been a trusted community
partner, marshalling grassroots support to keep
our forests healthy, our air and water clean, and
our communities vibrant.

and gas exploration on National Forest
land, she never imagined that they were
giving birth to a movement that would
engage thousands of Western North
Carolinians to eliminate clearcutting
on the National Forests, create local
environmental efforts throughout our
mountain counties, and successfully
demand that the largest public utility in
America stop polluting our water.
The Alliance has a rich and diverse
history. Rest assured that legacy will not
be lost as we move forward. Our new
organization will have deeper roots in
our WNC communities to address local
and regional issues; broader reach to
influence policy at the local, state and
federal levels, and greater capacity to

engage everyone
who values clean
water, healthy
forests, and great places to live, work, and
play. This is exactly what our founders
wanted.
Our three organizations have been
“dating” for more than a year, addressing
legal, financial, organizational and
programmatic issues. We’re thrilled the “big
day” is finally here and are eager to get on
with the real work across the region and in
our communities.
We hope you can attend this historic
Annual Gathering and we look forward to
seeing you there.

Details at www.WNCA.org

By Alexandra Guest

Calling all hikers, climbers,
mountain bikers, birdwatchers, hunters, anglers,
and all-around outdoor
enthusiasts!

3-7 p.m. Brought to you by
ThreeSheets:Design and
Brews Cruise, Inc. A portion
of proceeds benefits WNCA.

WNCA’s Forest Keepers are
out protecting Western North
Carolina’s public lands and we
need your help.
Forest Keepers participate in
free classes and seminars, take part
in fieldwork such as water testing,
trail maintenance, and forestry
and “keep an eye” on our beloved
streams and forests.
Join us in December to build
boxes for the federally endangered
Indiana bat. You can also get
involved with an ongoing wildlife camera monitoring project in
Pisgah National Forest with the
U.S. Forest Service. There are black
bears, bobcats and coyotes galore!

Get all the details at
www.WNCA.org

To learn more, contact
Alexandra@WNCA.org.

NOV. 15
Sierra Nevada
Sustainability Tour
& Tasting
NOV. 20
Annual Fall Gathering
JAN. 24
8th Annual Asheville
Winter Warmer
Beer Festival

N.C. Coal Ash Law Ensures Clean Up Only at Asheville, 3 Other Sites
By Joan Walker

In August, the North Carolina General Assembly
took a first step in protecting the state’s citizens
and waterways from toxic coal ash by passing a
law regulating the state’s ash impoundments.

The Nantahala-Pisgah National Forest draws more than 1 million
visitors each year due to its magnificent natural scenery, such as this
lovely waterfall. PHOTO BY DAN ENTMACHER

#ActonClimate
Let the EPA know you support its
proposed rule to limit carbon pollution.
The comment deadline is Dec. 1.
Visit action.WNCA.org/page/speakout.
If you have more questions or want to
know more about ways you can get
involved, contact Joan Walker at
Joan@WNCA.org.

While it failed to deliver the comprehensive
coal ash cleanup plan promised at the outset of the
legislative session, the law made some strides to protect
communities and waterways at four priority sites,
including Asheville. Duke’s massive dumpsites along
the French Broad River will be excavated and the ash
moved to lined, dry, properly monitored facilities, putting
an end to the years of pollution going into the river and
groundwater.
Sadly, the law could allow coal ash to remain in place
at 10 other sites across the state and rolls back existing
groundwater protections won by the Alliance and our
partners in litigation earlier this year.
A nine-member Coal Ash Management Commission
will decide the future of those coal ash sites.
At the federal level, the Environmental Protection
Agency is set to finalize coal ash rules this December,
which we hope will set a high bar of protections for all
communities nationwide.

Duke Energy’s Asheville-area coal-fired power plant. Duke has 14 coal ash sites
in North Carolina, with more than 30 coal ash impoundments—and all of them sit
dangerously close to waterways. PHOTO COURTESY OF SOUTHWINGS
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Meet Our New
Staff Members

Oskar Blues Brewery
Donor Spotlight

By Melissa Williams

(L-R) Joan, Anna, Rachel, Sara and Alex
are great additions to our team.

WNCA is thrilled to welcome two
great new staff members to our team.
Joan Walker is our new campaign
coordinator for the region, and Sara
Alford is our director of development.
Joan was most recently the high-risk
energy coordinator with the Southern
Alliance for Clean Energy, with a focus
on coal ash issues in the Southeast. Sara
brings a high level of fundraising expertise, having worked as the development
officer for the Wildlife Conservation
Society, promoting and raising funds for
more than 450 programs and projects
around the world.
And once again, we’re thrilled to
have another stellar group of AmeriCorps
Project Conserve members as part of our
team: Anna Alsobrook, Assistant French
Broad Riverkeeper; Rachel Stevens,
Education and Outings Coordinator; and
Alex Guest, Forest Keeper Coordinator.
Our new folks look forward to getting
to know you out in the woods and at our
events and programs!

WNCA’s French Broad Riverkeeper Hartwell Carson
and Oskar Blues Marketing & Events Cordinator
Aaron Baker are all smiles with a stack of Dale’s Pale Ale.

By Sara Alford

Oskar Blues Brewery is our
featured donor this month,
not only because they have
delicious beer and care for the
environment, but because they
help us celebrate and reach the
public like no one else can!
Without Oskar Blues, our French
Broad River Paddle Trail map and
mobile app would not have been
possible.
Their support enabled WNCA
to offer the public easily accessible
information regarding the river,
including information on the more
than 10 new campsites, access
points, rapids and river-related events.
Originally founded in Colorado by
Dale Katechis in 1997, Oskar Blues
opened an additional brewery in
Brevard in December 2012. Together,
the breweries packaged 119,000 barrels of beer in 2013, and now distribute their trailblazing craft brews to 35
U.S. states and Washington, D.C.
We raise our Dale’s Pale Ale and
say CHEERS!

TASK FORCES
B.E.A.R. Task Force

Nearly 90 people spoke out against
the state’s draft rules for hydraulic
fracturing (“fracking”) at a Mining
and Energy Commission hearing on
Sept. 12 in Cullowhee, with no one
speaking in favor of the draft rules
or the practice of fracking in the
mountains.

Cynthia Strain,
bearwnc@gmail.com

Among the speakers was Co-Director
Julie Mayfield who spoke about the threats
fracking poses to our unique and vulnerable
natural resources, communities and National
Forests as reasons to keep fracking out of the
mountains.
While the state works to finalize rules,
our local allies continue to raise awareness
of this important issue, and almost a dozen
WNC local governments have passed antifracking resolutions.

Forest Task Force
Contact Bob Gale at
(828) 258-8737;
Bob@WNCA.org

STEERING
COMMITTEE
Chair, Pete Krull
Buncombe County
First Vice-Chair, Lee Ann Mangone
Buncombe County
Second Vice-Chair, Matt Raker
Buncombe County

Hundreds of people attended the Mining and Energy
Commission’s fracking hearing at WCU in September,
where nearly 90 people spoke out against fracking
during public comment.

If you’d like to get involved, please contact
our Campaign Coordinator Joan Walker at Joan@WNCA.org or 828-258-8737, ext. 205.

Secretary, Randall Boggs
Henderson County
Treasurer, Ellen Carr
Buncombe County
Greg Kidd
Haywood County
Julie Lehman
Buncombe County
David Matz
Buncombe County

‘Tributary’ Beer Sales
to Benefit Our River Work

Thank you Oskar Blues!

Greg S.K. Ness
Buncombe County

By Melissa Williams

Starting Nov. 15, you can enjoy a delicious brett saison beer—
aptly named “Tributary”—whose sales proceeds will benefit our
French Broad Riverkeeper program.

Completed in 2012, the French Broad Paddle Trail connects 140 miles of the river
from Rosman, N.C. to Douglas Lake, Tenn. Visit www.frenchbroadpaddle.com.

Tributary is a collaboration between New
Belgium Brewing and Wicked Weed Brewing.
Brewed with wild yeast, barley and water from
both Colorado and North Carolina, this heavily
hopped saison perfectly blends both breweries’
love of creativity and native ingredients.

WNCA is very honored and excited to be the beneficiary of this amazing collaboration. Join us in raising a glass of Tributary through the holiday season—
and help us continue our Riverkeeper’s work as the
primary protector and defender of the French Broad
River watershed in Western North Carolina.

Jack Poisson
Buncombe County
Donna Presnell
Watauga County
Cynthia Strain
B.E.A.R. Task Force
Linda Tatsapaugh
Buncombe County

STAFF
Sara Alford

Development Director

Anna Alsobrook

AmeriCorps Assistant
French Broad Riverkeeper

By Bob Gale

Volunteer With Us!

Invasive Plants Had a Tough Season
Thanks to WNCA, Partners

I had a busy spring coordinating a number of
exotic invasive plant control contracts.

By Cynthia Camilleri
Working with the United Way’s Hands On
Asheville-Buncombe, WNCA hosted 12 volunteers from Southeastern Container, Inc. for the
annual Day of Caring on Sept. 11.
These folks worked with our public lands
director Bob Gale at our ongoing Sandy Bottom
site to remove a dozen big bags of seed-bearing
Japanese stiltgrass. We’re very grateful that
Southeastern Container chose to work with us
on this important project.

To learn more about WNCA’s volunteer
opportunities, please contact Volunteer
Coordinator Cynthia Camilleri at Cynthia@
WNCA.org.

WNC Speaks Out: ‘Don’t Frack Our Mountains!’
By Joan Walker

Volunteers from Southeastern Container removed Japanese stiltgrass during the 2014 Day of Caring.

WNCA’s Non-Native Invasive Plant Project
Supervisor, Lauren Reker, has had an even busier
summer making these restoration projects happen.
Lauren has been supervising this fieldwork with a
crew provided by Asheville Green Opportunities.
Since March, we’ve worked on seven different project sites for a variety of land trusts, organizations,
partnerships and agencies.
The big losers are the invasive plant species!
Without the predators and competitors they evolved
with, invasive plants can flourish—usually at the
expense of native plant communities. It’s important
to identify and manage heavy invasions to protect
the great biodiversity we enjoy in Western North
Carolina.

The big winners are the rare plant and wildlife
ecosystems within the Franklin Greenway (managed by the Land Trust for the Little Tennessee); four
Southern Appalachian wetland bogs: Kanuga, Hyder
Pasture, and King Creek Bogs (Carolina Mountain
Land Conservancy), and McClure’s Bog (The Nature
Conservancy); and a tract of land within Chimney
Rock State Park (Weed Action Coalition-Hickory Nut
Gorge). In addition, we have performed scientific
monitoring of previous invasive plant control work
in the Wilson Creek Wild and Scenic River Corridor,
and inventory of new areas at Linville Gorge (U.S.F.S.
Grandfather Ranger District, Pisgah National Forest).
We express our appreciation in working with all
of these partners, and also to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service and U.S. Forest Service for funding this
important work.

Cynthia Camilleri

Volunteer Coordinator

Hartwell Carson

French Broad Riverkeeper

Bob Gale

Ecologist & Public Lands Director

Alex Guest

AmeriCorps Forest Keeper
Coordinator

Josh Kelly

Public Lands Field Biologist

Julie Mayfield
Co-Director

Rachel Stevens

AmeriCorps Education
and Outings Coordinator

Bob Wagner
Co-Director

Joan Walker

Campaign Coordinator

Melissa Williams

Communications Manager
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